
TCM is privileged to partner with various local organizations and churches in 
witnessing the transformation of children and families impacted by poverty. While 
we are thankful for the various partnerships in Toronto, we are especially grateful for 
our global partnership with the Liebenzell Mission International. This year, TCM has 
been blessed to have two Year-Long interns from Germany serving with us. David 
and Leon have been working alongside our Outreach Workers in Flemingdon Park, 
Kingston-Galloway, and St. James Town. Their internship is part of IMPACT–a ministry 
of Liebenzell Mission designed to give German high school graduates an opportunity 
to serve as foreign missionaries. By leaving Germany and serving overseas for a year, 
students are afforded the opportunity to identify their strengths, develop practical 
ministry skills, and discern their vocation and purpose in life. 

David and Leon will remain with TCM until August 2019. Please join us in thanking 
God for our partnership with the Liebenzell Mission and praying that their remaining 
time of ministry with TCM would be fruitful, enriching, and transformational–both for 
themselves and the families they serve. 
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Gift of

Christmas
Chinese Gospel Church Scarborough 
East Toronto Chinese Baptist Church
Emmanuel Church of the Nazarene 
Forward Baptist Church 
Heron Park Baptist Church 
Integrity Worship Centre
St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
Wellspring Worship Centre

Gathering together with the intention of forming lasting relationships.  
The Gift of Christmas brings families together for a Christmas dinner and 
also supports Kids in Community (KIC) after-school program throughout the 
year. KIC is offered in four communities in Toronto for kids in grades 1 to 6. It 
provides a safe and positive environment for kids to thrive and develop. TCM 
is thankful for everyone who gave to the Gift of Christmas. A special thank 
you to our church partners for hosting and supporting the various Christmas 
dinners.

 
“I’ve really enjoyed the program.  
Spiritually, I have grown a lot.  It’s been a chal-
lenge to gain the trust of the children because 
they don’t know us yet. However, we are seeing 
them slowly open up. That has made it easier 
for us to build relationships with them” 

– Leon
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Each year provides new opportunities to make an impact in the lives of children and families 
impacted by poverty. TCM’s SpikeBack Against Poverty is one of the ways we hope to make a 
lasting, positive impact. SpikeBack is our annual indoor volleyball tournament that gives groups 
of friends and families a chance to have fun, win prizes, and enable a child to attend Sonshine  
Day Camp. Sonshine is offered to kids during March break and summer and provides  supervised, 
daily programs that include activities such as crafts, sports, singing, drama, Bible-based stories 
and day trips. While parents are working Children are kept engaged, off the streets, and away 
from anti-social behaviours. More than 135 children participate on a weekly basis during this 
seven weeks of free-camp. We hope to serve more kids this year by raising $21,000–allowing 
210 kids to attend camp. 

SpikeBack 2019
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The Mission Committee of Heron Park Baptist Church had been talking about various 
ways we could become more involved in serving our immediate community. We were 
given the opportunity to host and serve the Christmas dinner for TCM’s Kingston 
-Galloway community that meets just a few blocks from our church. 
 
We began by passing a clip board during a Sunday morning service listing the different 
ways people could respond and participate. They could help by bringing food, helping 
set up, serve the meal or clean up after the dinner.

We were delighted by the overwhelming response of our congregation. About 25 
volunteers participated and provided a full turkey dinner and loads ‘Christmasy’ deserts. 

Because we had such a good group of volunteers, all the guests were served at their tables. 
Each person was individually served their dinner by one of the volunteers. This gave the 
guests a sense of being special and catered to, and the volunteers were thrilled to serve in 
this way.  
 

It was a highlight of service for the Heron Park Baptist 
Church community and a very happy occasion. Not only 
where we motivated towards serving the community, 
but we were also privileged and blessed by the families 
and children who gathered. We look forward to further 
opportunities to serve and partner with TCM in sharing 
Christ’s message of hope.

“There was an immediate 
and enthusiastic 
response to volunteer 
and provide the food for 
this event!”

Pastor Dan Clark speaking to approximately 100 
community members about “the best Christmas 
gift ever”–the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ.

By Cathie Phillips 
Chair of the Missions Committee at Heron Park Baptist Church

Partnership Report: Heron Park Baptist Church
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Welcome New Interns
We welcome two new Year-Long Interns to the Toronto City Mission team!

Myungju Janzen (MJ), Willowtree & Role Model Mom’s, Jane & Finch

I am in my final year of M.Div of Global 
Mission and Intercultural Studies at 
Tyndale Seminary. 

My husband and I came from South 
Korea to Canada with the intention 
of learning how to help marginalized 
groups.

After two decades of working in the education field as a teacher and 
student advisor, I witnessed many students and parents struggle with 
issues related to education, both in Canada and Korea. 

As a Christian who believes God’s original intention of blessing all the 
nations and people, I wanted to find practical ways to help those who 
are marginalized through education. 

TCM has been helping inner city communities for more than a century 
with a special focus on empowering kids, youth, and mothers through 
various educational programs. I believe this is a field where I can 
integrate my education and experience. 

Since September 2018, MJ has been working with the Willowtree kids, 
aged 7-9, and the mothers from the Role Model Mom’s program at Jane 
and Finch.

Josie Sloan, serving in Kingston-Galloway

Hi, my name is Josie Sloan and I’m 
excited to join TCM as a Year-Long 
Intern.
 
I am completing my final semester  
at George Brown College in the 
Social Service Worker program.
I’ve attended Richview Baptist 
Church for the last 8 years and 

have been privileged to spend four summers in Nicaragua doing 
missions.  

I began to explore opportunities to serve during my last trip to 
Nicaragua. We worked with local communities to repair schools, fix 
damaged wells, and build  houses. During this trip, I realized that 
while Canada might be considered more developed economically, we 
share similar problems–like access to resources, employment, and 
barriers to education. 

I plan on earning my Bachelors of Social Work after completing my 
current program. Until then, I hope my time with TCM will provide me 
with the valuable and practical experience working with marginalized 
families and communities. 

I am thankful that God has given me an opportunity to serve and learn 
alongside TCM.

Friday, February 22, 2019

Register today at 
www.torontocitymission.com/spikeback-2019


